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A  Culture  of  Employee  Appreciation 
Adcotron  EMS,  Inc. 


Photo  by  Agnes  Young  -  The  employees  of  Adcotron  EMS,  Inc. 


Adcotron  EMS ,  Inc 
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fe'aff  °  Agnes  Young/Mg  >  Adcotron 


It  is  not  difficult  to  understand  the 
cheerful  feeling  one  gets  when  en¬ 
tering  through  the  glass  doors  of  Ad¬ 
cotron  EMS,  Inc.  Not  only  is  the  envi¬ 
ronment  spotless  -  the  pearly  white 
walls  visible  all  around  the  35,000 
square  foot  lot  the  company  occupies 
in  South  Boston's  Marine  Industrial 
Park  -  but  in  a  supremely  organized 
manner,  highly-automated  equip¬ 
ment  place  components  on  boards 
with  precision  and  efficiency.  How¬ 
ever,  neither  the  sophisticated  ma¬ 
chinery  nor  the  complex  products 
are  the  true  reason  of  Adcotron’s 
success,  as  the  company's  Chief  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Officer  and  President  Agnes 
Young  would  suggest.  Patrolling, 
pushing  buttons,  checking  compo¬ 
nents,  turning  dials,  peering  through 
microscopes  all  throughout  the  facil¬ 
ity,  clad  in  blue,  anti-static  overcoats 
are  the  true  success:  the  employees. 

"Our  employees  are  more  important 
than  anything,"  said  Young,  who  her¬ 
self  wore  a  blue,  anti-static  overcoat 
during  a  tour  of  the  facility.  Young’s 
connection  with  her  employees  is 


unmistakable  -  every  .  employee 
turning  to  greet  her  as  she  made  her 
way  around  explaining  the  intrica¬ 
cies  of  each  machine  and  station. 


Adcotron,  a  premier  Electronics 
Contract  Manufacturing  service 
(EMS)  provider  that  specializes  in 
manufacturing  low  to  medium  vol¬ 
ume  complex  electronic  assemblies 
and  systems  integration  for  a  broad 
range  of  industries  including  medi¬ 
cal,  military,  industrial,  telecommu¬ 
nication  and  alternative  energy,  sits 
in  a  Boston  Redevelopment  Author¬ 
ity-owned  building  along  Boston’s 
beautiful  waterfront  district  and 
boasts  a  story  few,  if  any,  businesses 
around  can  claim. 

Born  out  of  the  closure  of  a  previous 
company,  Adcotron  got  its  start  in 
2005.  When  Advanced  Electronics,  a 
company  that  had  been  around  since 
1978  decided  to  close  its  doors  in 
October  of  2005,  Young,  who  led  the 
management  team  in  acquiring  all  of 
the  assets  from  Advanced  Electron¬ 
ics,  Inc.,  formed  Adcotron  EMS,  Inc. 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  5 
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AACA  Graduates  Next  STEP  Classes 


HIGHLIGHTS 


On  Friday,  December  23,  2011,  the 
Asian  American  Civic  Association  held 
a  graduation  ceremony  for  more  than 
70  Next  STEP  students. 

The  Next  Steps  Transitional  English 
Program  (Next  STEP)  provides  free  ESL 


classes  for  immigrants  in  the  Greater 
Boston  area. 

"The  students  really  appreciated  be¬ 
ing  honored  for  their  hard  work,"  said 
Melanie  Marcus,  Next  Step  &  ESOL  In¬ 
structor. 


"It  was  fun  teaching  the  students,"  said 
Alan  Philips,  Next  STEP  instructor,  who 
also  left  his  students  a  work  of  advice. 
"The  more  they  speak  English  outside 
of  the  classroom,  the  better  they  will 
learn  inside  the  classroom.” 
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Empty  Bamboo  Girl 

by  Lillian  Chan 


Happy 

New  Year! 

New  Year's  Day 
with  the  Lee  Family 


ah-Lin,  Sze,  and  MaMa  Lee  have  joined  everyone  else  for  dim  sum  while  BaBa 
Lee  is  off  at  work. 


What  number 
are  we? 

Y 


82.  they're  only  on 
number  10  now. 

/ 


aiyah!\  told  you 
both  to  get  up 
early!  Didn't 


* 


1-5-12 


for  more  ah-Un!,  become  a  Facebook  fan  at  www.facebook.com/ahUnTheComic 


Samuel  Tsoi's 

Inalienable  Rights 

Ending  Slavery  in  Massachusetts 


It's  happening  closer  than  you  think. 
Human  beings  are  being  exploited  for 
profit  every  day  across  the  world  and 
in  our  midst.  Individuals  are  being 
held  against  their  will  as  sex  workers, 
sweatshop  laborers,  field  hands,  res¬ 
taurant  workers,  and  even  domestic 
maids,  more  than  when  there  were 
slaves  in  the  19th  Century  -  somewhere 
between  12  to  27  million  worldwide. 

On  January  11,  National  Human  Traf¬ 
ficking  Awareness  Day  will  have  a  more 
potent  meaning  in  Massachusetts.  After 
years  of  being  among  a  handful  of  states 
with  no  distinct  criminal  penalties  for 
coerced  sex  or  labor,  a  new  state-level 
anti-human  trafficking  bill  was  signed 
into  law  at  the  end  of  2011.  It  created 
a  more  intentional  and  apt  set  of  laws 
in  order  to  prosecute  traffickers  who 
enslave  vulnerable  individuals  such 
as  immigrants  working  obscene  hours 
under  debt  bondage,  violence  at  the 
hands  of  snakeheads  or  coyotes,  and 
the  constant  threat  of  deportation.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  there  are  also  far  too  many 
young  girls  coerced,  raped  and  forced 
into  becoming  lucrative  commodities 
at  the  hands  of  ruthless  pimps.  Thank¬ 


fully,  the  law  includes  a  "safe  harbor" 
provision  that  would  allow  minors  ar¬ 
rested  for  soliciting  sex  to  avoid  pros¬ 
ecution  if  they  were  trafficked. 

It  is  now  up  state  officials,  in  partner¬ 
ship  with  federal  authorities,  and  in¬ 
formed  by  a  task  force  of  advocates, 
social  workers  and  survivors  to  make 
sure  trafficking  victims  have  the  right 
conditions,  incentives  and  safety  (in¬ 
cluding  immigration  relief  such  as  U- 
and  T-visas)  to  participate  in  investiga¬ 
tions,  and  most  importantly,  to  recover 
from  their  hellish  experiences. 

A  trust  fund  created  by  the  law  will 
provide  victims  access  to  services  such 
as  legal  advice,  counseling,  medical 
care  and  language  assistance.  This  is 
a  welcomed  scenario  for  short-handed 
service  providers,  and  also  presents 
an  opportunity  for  more  community 
stakeholders,  such  as  churches,  hos¬ 
pitals,  and  workers  centers  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  addressing  trafficking  cases. 

From  being  among  a  shameful  few 
without  anti-human  trafficking  laws,  to 
enacting  one  of  the  most  comprehen¬ 
sive  statutes,  Massachusetts  now  has  a 


strong  toolset.  However,  today’s  slav¬ 
ery,  as  with  the  transatlantic  version, 
cannot  be  abolished  without  grass¬ 
roots  awareness  and  public  participa¬ 
tion.  Frankly,  for  many  of  us,  especially 
in  a  region  with  a  shameful  past  in  the 
slave  trade  that  we  shelved  as  a  histori¬ 
cal  relic,  the  issue  of  human  trafficking 
is  both  difficult  to  detect  and  easy  to  ig¬ 
nore.  Instead,  we  can  volunteer  in  shel¬ 
ters,  demand  funding  for  safe  houses 
and  humane  working  conditions,  scru¬ 
tinize  the  supply-chains  of  our  favorite 
products,  or  simply  talk  about  the  issue 
in  our  communities.  Conversation  and 
awareness  is  crucial,  especially  among 
the  immigrant  community,  where  the 
levels  of  stigma  and  mistrust  of  author¬ 
ities  are  high. 

There  are  now  no  more  excuses  at  the 
top,  but  the  work  of  ending  slavery  in 
Massachusetts  and  around  the  world 
will  require  a  cultural  shift  in  how  we 
see  the  most  vulnerable  in  the  our  mar¬ 
ketplace,  media  and  neighborhoods. 

Samuel  Tsoi  is  the  Policy  Associate  at  the 
Mass.  Immigrant  &  Refugee  Advocacy 
Coalition 
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C  B  R  E  j  New  England 

ovmi«  ’it  .c»«i 


HIRING  FOR  POSITIONS  IN: 

Accounting  Administrative  Support 
Brokerage  Service*  Property  Management 


Qualified  candidates  should  submit  a  cover  letter  and  resume  to 
.  coreers@cbre-ne.com 


Download  Our 
New  Media  Kit  201 2 


Director  of  Operations 


Hostelling  International  Boston 


OPENING  SPRING  2012 
on  19  Stuart  Street 


Bachelor’s  Degree 
&  3  years  experience 


Send  cover  letter  and  resume  to: 

employment.bostoo@hiusa.org 

hiusa.org/about_us/employment/ 


Seeking  RNs  or  LPNs  to  provide  Private 
Duty  Nursing  Care  in  the  home  to  a  10  yr/ 
old  in  Boston  with  GT,  tracheostomy  & 
ventilator.  Monday  evenings,  weekend 
day  &  evening  shifts. 

Family  Lives  (508)  475-0493 


Wellesley  Public  Schools 

WELLESLEY,  MA 

2011-2012  ANTICIPATED  OPENINGS 


LONG-  TERM  SUBSTITUTES  ($171.80/DAY) 

High  School 

■  1.0FTE  Spanish  Teacher  (from  Jan.  -  June  30,  2012) 

Middle  School  (6-8) 

■  .6FTE  Latin  Teacher  (from  Jan.  -  June  30,  2012) 

Please  send  a  cover  letter,  resume,  three  letters  of  reference, 
j  transcnpts,  and  licensure  by  January  13, 2012  to 

Salvatore  Petralia,  Asst.  Supt.,  Wellesley 
Public  Schools,  40  Kingsbury  Street 
Wellesiey,  MA  02481 

!  Seeks  to  Increase  trie  Overaty  at  its 
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Tips  to  keep  your  2012  Financial  New  Year’s  Resolutions 


By  CERTIFIED  FINANCIAL  PLANNER  ™  Michael  C.  Tow 


Happy  New 
Year!  This  is 
the  time  of 
New  Year’s 
Eve  par¬ 
ties,  watching  the  ball  drop,  buy¬ 
ing  new  2012  wall  calendars  and 
of  course  New  Year  Resolutions. 
One  of  the  most  common  reso¬ 
lutions  to  make  is  to  go  to  the 
gym  regularly.  Of  course  most 
of  us  know  how  long  that  reso¬ 
lution  lasts:  about  two  weeks. 

Since  every  year  I  write  about  Fi¬ 
nancial  Resolutions  that  people 
should  think  about  making,  this  year 
1  thought  I  would  change  things  up  a 
bit  and  rather  than  giving  you  ideas 
for  financial  resolutions,  focus  more 
on  how  to  keep  the  resolutions  you 
make  yourselves. 

Here  are  my  tips  for  raising  your 
chances  of  keeping  your  2012  fi¬ 
nancial  resolutions: 


to  do  it  in  one  year.  You  don't  want 
to  set  yourself  up  to  fail  from  the 
beginning  so  make  your  financial 
resolution  reasonable  and  build  on 
that. 

2.  Stick  to  it.  It  takes  3  or  4  weeks 
of  doing  something  to  become  a 
habit,  so  do  what  you  can  to  stick 
with  your  resolution  until  that 
time.  If  you  can  get  through  the 
first  month,  it  will  be  a  lot  easier  to 
continue  throughout  the  year. 

3.  Write  it  down  and  let  peo¬ 
ple  know.  Put  pressure  to  keep 
yourself  accountable  by  writing  it 
down  and  letting  as  many  people 
know  as  you  can.  Put  it  on  your 
personal  blog,  tweet  it,  put  it  on 
your  facebook  status,  or  email  it 
to  some  of  your  friends.  I  use  my 
facebook  status  to  keep  me  ac¬ 
countable  for  my  workout  pro¬ 
gram  and  it  really  helps  keep  me 
inline  when  I  want  to  skip  a  day. 


egy  to  achieve  your  plan.  So  if  your  1.  Reduce  those  costs  that  I  am  un- 
financial  resolution  is  to  save  more,  necessarily  paying  but  have  been 
a  plan  to  execute  it  could  be  to  set  too  lazy  to  address. 
up  a  spreadsheet  to  analyze  your  0  „ 

spending  and  then  create  a  budget.  spends  <"«*  budget  onto 


1.  Be  Realistic.  Many  people  make  4.  Outline  your  plan.  If  your  reso- 
resolutions  to  get  out  of  debt,  but  if  lution  is  to  save  more  money  this 
you  look  at  their  discretionary  in-  year,  you  need  to  do  more  than  say 
come/debt  it  may  not  be  realistic  it  to  have  it  happen.  Outline  a  strat- 


5.  Track  your  progress.  Set  up  an 

excel  spreadsheet  to  keep  track  of 
your  progress.  While  your  resolu¬ 
tion  is  for  the  whole  year  it  helps  to 
monitor  where  you  are  throughout 
the  year.  There  are  some  great  ap¬ 
plications  for  your  iPhone,  Android 
or  Blackberry  that  help  you  keep 
whatever  your  resolution  is. 

6.  Reward  yourself.  Break  your  fi¬ 
nancial  resolution  goal  into  smaller 
increments.  When  you  hit  each  in¬ 
crement  reward  yourself  for  a  job 
well  done.  If  your  resolution  was  to 
keep  better  track  of  your  financial 
documents  and  receipts  through¬ 
out  the  year,  after  doing  well  for  a 
few  months  then  reward  yourself 
with  a  night  out  with  friends. 

To  practice  what  I  preach,  here  are 
my  personal  2012  financial  resolu¬ 
tions: 


3.  Refinance  my  mortgage. 

Good  luck  with  your  Financial  Res¬ 
olutions  and  if  it  helps,  shoot  me 
an  email  with  your  resolutions  to 
keep  you  accountable.  Happy  New 
Year! 


If  you  have  a  topic  that  you  would 
like  me  to  discuss  in  a  future  article 
please  email  me  at  mtow@new- 
bostonfinancial.com. 


CERTIFIED  FINANCIAL  PLANNER  ™,  Mi¬ 
chael  Tow  is  President  of  New  Boston  Fi¬ 
nancial.  He  is  a  registered  representative 
of,  and  offers  securities  and  advisory  ser¬ 
vices  through  Commonwealth  Financial 
Network-  a  member  firm  of  FINRA/SIPC 
and  a  Registered  Investment  Adviser.  He 
is  located  at  58  Harvard  Street  in  Brook¬ 
line  and  can  be  reached  at  617-734-4400 
or  www.newbostonfinancial.com 


City  of  Quincy  to  Celebrate  Life  of  Martin  Luther  King 


Quincy  will  celebrate  the  life  and 
work  of  Rev.  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr.,  at  its  16th  Annual  Break¬ 
fast  on  Monday,  January  16,  2012, 
which  marks  his  birthday  in 
1929.  Dr.  King  was  a  Baptist  Min¬ 
ister  and  Social  Activist,  who  led 
the  Civil  Rights  Movement  in  the 


CD  REVIEW 


Pacy  is  back!  In  this  follow  up  to  her 
award-winning  novels  The  Year  of  the 
Dog  and  The  Year  of  the  Rat,  Dumpling 
Days,  a  new  novel  by  Grace  Lin  out  on 
January  10th,  features  the  same  beloved 
characters  and  whimsical  artwork  that 
her  fans  adore.  Based  on  the  author's 
own  childhood,  this  heartwarming  story 


United  States  from  the  mid  1950's 
until  his  assassination  in  1968. 

Dr.  King's  leadership  and  skillful 
rhetoric  addressed  and  forever 
changed  the  very  sense  of  racial 
fairness  and  equality  from  with¬ 
in  the  United  States  of  America. 


brings  the  sights,  sounds,  and  tastes  of 
Taiwan  to  life. 

Pacy  is  excited  to  visit  Taiwan  with  her 
family  for  the  first  time.  While  help¬ 
ing  prepare  for  their  grandmother's 
60th  birthday  celebration,  Pacy  and  her 
siblings  meet  many  relatives,  try  new 


Dr.  King  was  awarded  the  Nobel 
Peace  Prize  in  1964. 

His  life  had  a  seismic  impact 
on  race  relations  in  the  United 
States.  Dr.  King  was  a  complex 
figure,  yet  a  visionary  leader, 
deeply  committed  to  justice 


tening  ballad  that  resembles  much  of 
the  entire  album,  the  graceful  fusion  of 
Chinese  pop  sensibilities  and  the  orches¬ 
tral  grandiose  typically  found  in  Western 
production.  Each  track  on  Ruhan's  al¬ 
bum  is  an  emotional  rollercoaster,  with 
heartbreaking  troughs  of  mellow  mo¬ 
ments  and  stomach-turning  crests  filled 
with  hope  and  glamour  -  all  a  testament 
to  Ruhan's  vocal  abilities. 


foods,  take  classes,  and  explore  the  city 
of  Taipei.  Pacy  enjoys  many  of  her  ad¬ 
ventures  -  especially  eating  all  the  vari¬ 
eties  of  dumplings!  -  while  other  things 
are  harder  than  she  thought  they  would 
be.  She  doesn't  speak  the  language,  she 
has  trouble  following  her  art  teacher's 
instructions,  and  she  is  a  little  worried 
about  hungry  ghosts.  Bu  before  the  trip 
is  over,  Pacy  realizes  that  being  Taiwan¬ 
ese  American  means  tflat  both  countries 
will  always  be  part  of  who  she  is. 


for  all  via  a  peaceful  agenda. 

Celebrate  the  life  of  Rev.  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.,  January  16, 2012,  at 
the  Germantown  Neighborhood  Cen¬ 
ter,  333  Palmer  Street,  Quincy,  MA, 
beginning  @  9  AM.  There  will  be  a 
small  donation  for  the  event 


Two  tracks  on  the  album  are  sung  in 
both  Chinese  and  English  lyrics,  the  title 
track,  "Time  to  Grow",  and  the  dainty  and 
elegant  tune,  "Dancing  on  a  Rainbow" 
which  mean  that  whether  your  prefer¬ 
ence  is  English  or  Chinese-language 
music,  there  isn’t  any  reason  why  you 
shouldn't  pick  up  Jia  Ruhan's  charming 
new  album. 


Deftly  weaving  together  family  anec¬ 
dotes,  keen  observations,  and  simple  line 
illustrations,  Dumpling  Days  is  a  timeless 
story  celebrating  family,  travel,  and  food! 

Grace  Lin  is  the  award-winning  author 
and  illustrator  of  many  notable  books  for 
children,  including  Where  the  Mountain 
Meets  the  Moon,  which  earned  a  2010 
Newbery  Honor. 


Ruhan  Time  To  Grow 


When  a  Grammy  award-winning  com¬ 
poser  says  of  an  artist,  "she  is  a  wonder¬ 
fully  gifted  singer,  capable  of  producing 
a  wide  range  of  sounds  and  emotions," 
listeners  should  take  notice.  And  that  is 
exactly  what  Christopher  Tin,  who  won 
the  two  Grammy  awards  at  the  53rd  an- 


BOOK  REVIEW 


nual  ceremony  earlier  this  year  (for 
Best  Classical  Crossover  Album  and 
Best  Instrumental  Arrangement  Ac¬ 
companying  Vocalists),  has  praised 
Jia  Ruhan  with.  On  her  delightful 
new  12-track  album,  "Time  to  Grow", 
released  on  November  21,  the  classical¬ 
ly-trained  Ruhan  charmingly  unites  the 
East  and  the  West  The  opening  track, 
titled  "This  is  the  Time",  is  an  easy-lis¬ 


Dumpling  Days  by  Grace  Lin 
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EQUAL  HOUSING 


“GET  REAL!” 

with  Mildred  Wong 

Drama-Free  Real  Estate  Advice 


MYTH:  It  is  not  a  good  time  to  sell  my  home  during  the  holidays 


AppCications  for  'Wait Cist  Now  'Being  Accepted 

Mary  CoCBert  Apartments 
20  D evens  Street 

Chardestown,  Massachusetts  02129 

Seeking  applicants  for  1  &  2-bedroom  affordable  HUD  subsidized 
apartments.  Applicants  must  be  at  least  62  years  of  age  or  disabled. 
Qualified  candidates  will  meet  strict  income  limitations. 


and  winter  months. 

FACT:  Seasonal  trends  no  longer  apply  today  with  the  Internet, 
smart  phones,  and  tablets.  Buyers  are  ALWAYS  looking  for  prop¬ 
erties  online.  The  home  market  is  no  more  affected  during  the 
holidays  than  during  other  "busy"  periods  of  the  year. 


Pick  up  an  application  in  person  at  20  Devens  Street,  Charlestown,  MA 
02129  from  the  management  office  Tuesday,  Wednesday  or  Thursday 
between  the  hours  of  9:00a.m.  and  12:00p.m. 

Professionally  Managed  by 
Barkan  Management  Co..  Inc 


BRAND  NEW 
APARTMENTS! 


Bowers  Brook 

APARTMENTS 


Proudly  announces  a 
brand  new  55+  community 
conveniently  located  off 
Route  2  at  Exit  38  at  196 
Ayer  Rd.,  Harvard,  MA. 

42  Apartments  with 
Maximum  Rents  of 
$965  (1  bedroom)  and 
$1195  (2  bedroom) 


Applications  ore  available  at  www-bowersbrooluoin  or  the  Harvard  Town  Hall,  or  by  calling 
(978)  456-7300.  An  informational  meeting  will  be  held  on  Jan.  17, 2012,  at  11:00  o.m.  at  the 
Harvard  Town  Hall  Meeting  Room.  Initial  assignment  of  units  will  be  by  lottery.  Applications  must 
be  received  by  Feb.  3, 2012,  to  participate.  Income  restrictions  apply. 


(978)  456-7300  |  bowersbrook.com 


To 

Place 

Your 

Ad 

Can 

(617)  426-9492 
Fax 

(617)482-2316 

Email 

ads@sampan.org 


Marshfield  Housing  Opportunity 
Purchase  Program 
Round  6 

The  Marshfield  Housing  Partnership  is  accepting  additional  applications  from  qualified  applicants  for  grants  to  assist  them  in 
purchasing  an  existing  market  rate  home  or  condominium  in  Marshfield.  A  deed  restriction  will  be  recorded  on  each  unit  purchased 
with  a  gram  to  secure  affordability  in  perpetuity. 


Maximum  Grant  Amounts 

1  Bedroom  2  Bedroom  3, 4,  and  5  Bedrooms 

345,000  $50,000  $80,000 


Maximum  House/Condominium  Amounts 


Badroomi 

Sale  Price 

Maximum  Grant 

Net  Price  After  Grant 

1  BR  Condo 

$178,000 

$45,000 

$134,000 

1  BR  House 

$211,000 

$45,000 

$166,000 

2  BR  Condo 

$210,000 

$60,000 

$150,000 

2 BR  House 

$246,000 

$60,000 

$186,000 

3BR  Condo 

$256,000 

$80,000 

$176,000 

3 BR  House 

$286,000 

$80,000 

$206,000 

4 BR  House 

$303,000 

$80,000 

$223,000 

5 BR  House 

$320,000 

$80,000 

$240,000 

Maximum  Annual  Household  Income 

1  Person  2  Person  ]  Person  4  Person  5  Person  5  Person  7  Person  8*  Persons 
$45,500  $52,000  $58,500  $55,000  $70,200  $75,400  $80,600  $85,800 

Subject  to  periodic  change  by  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 

Net  family  assets  may  not  exceed  $75,000. 

Households  interested  in  apply  ing  should  attend  one  of  the  two  informational  sessions  being  provided.  Informational  sessions  will  be 
held  atthe  following  locations: 

Thursday.  February  2, 2012, 7:00  PM:  Marshfield  Town  Hall,  Hearing  Room  4  2, 7S0  Moraine  Street,  Marshfield 
Saturday.  February  4, 2012, 10:00  AM:  Marshfield  Town  Hall.  Hearing  Room  #  2, 7*0  Moraine  Street,  Marshfield 

A  lottery  will  beheidon  Thursday,  March  8, 2012  at  7:00  PM  it  the  Marshfield  Town  Hall.  Hearing  Room  f  2,  to  select  gram  recipients. 
Successful  gram  recipients  are  required  to  have  at  least  one  family  member  attend  and  complete  a  Homebuyer  Education  Workshop. 

For  additional  information  or  to  receive  an  application  contact  either  the  Marshfield  Housing  Authority  (781  -834-4333 )  or  the 
Marshfield  Housing  Coordinator  (781-83+1051)  Applications  are  also  available  at  the  Marshfield  Town  Hall. 

All  apphcarioM  mut  he  received  aid  date  stamped  by  the  Marshfield  Hoisug  Aathonty  ao  later  (haa  12:00  PM 
iNuvn)  m  Fndiy ,  February  24, 2012. 

Marshfield  Hoasia*  AitWntv 
12  Tea  k»ch  Cardens 
Marshfield.  MA  12050 


True,  there  are  typically  fewer  homes 
for  sale  during  this  time,  which  means 
that  as  a  seller,  there  is  less  competi¬ 
tion  for  the  homes  that  are  on  the  mar¬ 
ket.  Since  buyer  activity  slows  down, 
I  should  take  a  break  from  the  selling 
process  too.  GET  REAL!  The  buyers 
who  are  looking  are  that  much  more 
serious,  and  are  likely  facing  some  sort 
of  deadline.  They  could  be  transferring 
to  the  area  for  work.  Or  they  may  have 
finally  sold  a  home  that  had  been  on  the 
market  and  must  get  into  a  new  home. 
Or  they  may  have  been  searching  all 
year  and  are  finally  ready  to  put  money 
down.  Whatever  the  motivation,  there 
can  be  an  increase  in  demand  at  a  time 
when  inventory  is  traditionally  low. 
Take  advantage.  Make  sure  your  home 
is  accessible  and  welcoming. 

Deck  the  halls!  Decorated  homes  show 
better  as  they  lighten  the  mood  and 
cozy  up  the  interior,  so  make  the  most 
of  this  unique  time  by  setting  the  per¬ 
fect  scene.  But  don’t  overdo  it  -  deco¬ 
rations  are  an  enhancement,  not  a  dis¬ 
traction.  Make  sure  the  tree  does  not 
dominate  your  living  room,  and  the 
stockings  do  not  hide  your  beautiful 
fireplace.  Enable  buyers  to  linger  in 
your  home  with  seasonal  scents.  Ev¬ 
erybody  loves  the  smell  of  fresh  baked 
chocolate  chip  cookies! 

And  don’t  forget  curb  appeal!  Keep 
your  walkway  and  driveway  safe  and 


free  of  snow  and  ice.  Some  tasteful  dec¬ 
orations  and  faux  poinsettias  will  keep 
the  outside  looking  bright  and  cheerful, 
and  a  festive  wreath  is  always  inviting. 
Have  buyers  feel  like  they  are  guests  at 
a  party. 

I’m  overwhelmed  and  stressed  and 
can’t  be  bothered  during  the  holidays, 
so  I’ll  wait  until  the  Spring.  GET  REAL! 
Sell  your  home  after  New  Year’s  Day. 
There  is  something  about  the  new  year 
that  excites  people.  It  could  be  a  New 
Year’s  resolution  to  finally  stop  spend¬ 
ing  money  on  rentals  and  invest  in 
property.  Make  it  YOUR  resolution  to 
get  your  home  sold.  If  your  home  has 
been  on  the  market  for  a  while,  buy¬ 
ers  and  their  agents  will  see  it  as  stale 
or  overpriced  and  disregard  it.  Use 
this  opportunity  to  re-evaluate  your 
strategy.  Lower  the  price,  or  interview 
new  agents.  You  can  benefit  as  you  will 
have  access  to  the  best  agents  since 
most  part-time  agents  take  the  winter 
months  off.  Motivated  buyers  will  cer¬ 
tainly  notice. 

Remember,  buyers  are  always  looking 
for  properties,  so  don’t  wait.  Get  a  head 
start  on  the  rush  of  homes  that  typically 
hit  the  market  in  the  spring.  Winter  is 
one  of  the  BEST  times  for  your  home  to 
take  the  spotlight! 

CALL  TO  READERS:  In  the  process  of 
buying  or  selling  and  have  questions? 
Call  or  email  and  your  topic  could  be 
the  next  discussion.  Mil¬ 
dred  Wong  is  a  Licensed 
Real  Estate  Agent  at  City 
Central  Realty,  LLC.  She 
can  be  reached  at  617- 
236-2020  or  mildred@ 
citycentralre.com.  Follow 
her  on  Twitter:  @Get- 
RealwMildred. 


RESOLVED  BAD  CREDIT? 
BANKRUPT? 

NEED  A  LOAN? 

WE  OFFER  LOANS  UP  TO  $500,000 

WE  HELP  YOU  RE-ESTABLISH  YOUR  CREDIT. 

WE  ARE  OPEN  24  HOURS 

1-877-747-9402 


NEW,  AFFORDABLE  CONDOS  FOR  SALE  IN  BROOKLINE 
at  109  Sewall  Avenue,  a  9-unit  condominium  in  Coolidge  Comer 

walking  distance  to  MBTA  Green  Line ;  parking  space  included 

1  Bedroom:  $155,700  (estimated  580  monthly  for  condo  fees  &  real  estate  taxes) 

2  Bedroom:  $174,900  (estimated  $90  monthly  for  condo  fees  &  real  estate  taxes) 


no.  of  persons  in  family 

i 

2 

3 

4 

maximum  income 

545,500 

$52,000 

$58,500 

565,000 

PRE-APPLICATION  INFORMATIONAL  OPEN  HOUSE 
DECEMBER  19,  2011,5:30-7:30  PM 
BROOKLINE  TOWN  HALL-  ROOM  103 

PRELIMINARY  APPLICATION  ALONG  WITH  LENDER  PRE-QUALIFICATION  DUE  AS  SOON  AS 
POSSIBLE,  AND  BY  12:00  NOON,  MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  6,  2012  FOR  INCLUSION  IN  LOTTERY 

For  application  and  information  regarding  this  project  (and  to  sign  onto  Brookline’s  email  list  for 
timely  notification  of  future  affordable  housing  opportunities),  go  to 
wvvvs  .brooklinemai'ov  hi  Htsintr  current* 'poortuni  tics/ 
call  (617)  730-2090,  or  visit 

Planning  Dept,  Room  309.  333  Washington  Street.  Brookline,  and  Brookline  public  libraries 

It  IS  unlawful  fo  asenrmnam  against  any  person  because  of  race,  color  religion  familial 
status  age  see,  sexual  orientation,  veteran  or  military  status,  national  ongm,  ancestry, 

JSmi  manta!  status,  source  ot  income  or  genetic  information  Reasonable  accommodations 
tend  be  made  for  those  who  require  them 
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ADCOTRON 


A  Food  Aficionado 

Anna  Ing 


Adcotron  with  fewer  than  20  em¬ 
ployees.  Today,  it  has  grown  to  over 
60  employees. 

"My  boss  at  the  time  told  me  not  to 
get  into  the  business,"  said  Young. 
"He  said  there  was  no  money  to  be 
made  and  that  the  market  was  too 
competitive." 

But  Young  and  her  top  management 
saw  the  situation  in  a  different  way. 
Not  only  would  she  adopt  a  differ¬ 
ent  business  model  but  also  focus  on 
high-complexity ,  low  volume  manu¬ 
facturing  and  prototype  building. 

"Boston  is  number  one  in  the  na¬ 
tion  for  new  technology,"  said  Young. 
"With  M.I.T  just  across  the  river  and 
so  many  new  start  ups,  building  pro¬ 
totypes  is  a  good  business." 

Young’s  Adcotron  had  also  obtained 
an  important  manufacturing  certifi¬ 
cation  ISO  13485:  2003,  which  en¬ 
ables  the  company  to  manufacture 
medical  devices  and  military  prod¬ 
ucts. 


In  2012,  Young  aims  to  expand  the 
company's  system  integration  oper¬ 
ations  which  will  encompass  more 
electro-mechanical  assemblies  upon 
the  company’s  platform  of  Video 


Cable  Terminal,  Military  and  Medi¬ 
cal  devices.  The  company  brings  in 
roughly  $10  million  to  $12  million 
a  year  nowadays,  however  times 
haven't  always  been  so  prosperous. 
According  to  Young,  the  .first  few 
years  of  business  were  a  struggle  to 
break  even. 

"The  first  few  years  were  extreme¬ 
ly  difficult,  we  struggled  to  reach 
$5  million  a  year  in  revenue,"  said 
Young.  "We  picked  up  smaller  con¬ 
tracts  to  stay  afloat  but  at  the  end, 
our  quality  and  customer  focus  paid 
off." 

And  it  is  perhaps  the  company’s 
early  struggles  that  were  a  catalyst 
to  the  strong  bonds  that  Young  has 
with  her  employees.  Ninety-five  per¬ 
cent  of  Adcotron’s  employees  are 
of  Asian  heritage,  and  the  company 
makes  sure  to  promote  that  fact.  The 
first  line  of  text  on  Adcotron’s  bro¬ 
chure  reads,  "Minority  and  Women 
Owned". 

"It’s  something  we're  very  proud  of," 
said  Young.  "We  try  to  hire  within 
the  community.  The  company  helps 
the  community  that  way." 

Along  with  office  hours  (8am  to 
4:30pm)  that  are  built  around  a 
working-immigrant's  lifestyle,  the 
company  offers  very  competitive 
American  benefits. 

"The  hours  are  perfect  for  our  em¬ 
ployees  and  mothers,  who  can  be 
home  in  time  for  their  children,"  said 
Young.  The  company’s  location  is 
also  extremely  convenient  for  those 
living  in  Chinatown,  or  outlying  sub¬ 
urbs,  as  it  is  serviced  by  the  silver 
line. 

"[Adcotron]  may  be  small,"  said 
Young.  "But  we're  very  capable.” 

And  it  is  the  company’s  capability  - 
whether  it  is  Young's  leadership  or 
the  employees  on  the  floor  of  the 
company’s  manufactur¬ 
ing  facility  -  that  ap¬ 
pears  to  stand  Adcotron 
in  good  stead  as  the 
economy  looks  to  pick 
up  and  takes  a  turn  for 
the  better. 


JURY  CLERK 


U.S.  District  Court,  MA 
has  a  need  for  a  full-time 

Jury  Clerk. 

For  details  go  to 

www.mad.uscourts.gov ,  Employment, 
<  Current  Openings 

EOE 


SHIKI  - 

Shines  All  The  Time ! 


When  Shiki  (aka  Four  Seasons  in  Japa¬ 
nese),  located  at  9  Babcock  Street,  Brook¬ 
line  [617-738-0200],  opened  up  a  few 
years  ago,  it  filled  a  much  needed  void. 
While  in  the  highly  competitive  Brookline 
area  riddled  with  Japanese  places4,  they 
still  deliver  delicious  food  and  different 
Japanese  food  from  the  mainstream  Japa¬ 
nese  sushi  houses.  This  is  one  of  the  few 
places  around  where  1  always  hear  Japa¬ 
nese  spoken  amongst  the  patrons.  This  is 
a  sure  sign  of  a  winner!  After  discover¬ 
ing  Shiki  as  a  great  homey  izakaya  style 
establishment  (Japanese  pub  food)  that 
had  an  extensive  sake  (Japanese  alco¬ 
holic  beverage  made  from  rice)  selection 
coupled  with  delicious  food  and  their 
amazing,  beautiful  kaiseki  (multicourse 
or  haute  cuisine)  lunches  (one  of  their 
trademarks!),  I  was  ecstatic.  Are  you  a 
sake  lover?  Then  you  should  try  their 
sake  sampler  flight  too!  This  was  not  an¬ 
other  ho-hum  Japanese  place  with  only 

the  usual  menu  choices, 
i 


Photo  by  Anna  Ing 


A  burnt  orange  colored  sign  is  outside  of 
this  garden  level  restaurant  space  (about 
8  steps  down).  The  lower  level  is  welcom¬ 
ing  with  a  few  chairs  and  tables,  soothing 
autumn  colors  and  simple  decor.  Shiki  is 
closed  on  Mondays,  but  is  open  for  lunch 
and  dinner  from  Tuesdays  to  Sundays. 

Their  extensive  menu  has  some  favorites 
as  such  tempura,  tonkatsu,  udon,  sushi 
and  even  the  much  maligned  but  also 
beloved  fermented  natto  beans  (stinky 
smelling  and  gooey  texture),  which  is  not 
for  everyone,  even  some  Japanese.  One 
can  eat  a  variety  of  delicious  dishes  and 
explore  or  just  stick  to  the  basics.  Plus 
their  bountiful  menu  choices  range  from 
a  few  dollars  up  until  the  teens,  so  de¬ 
pending  on  what  one  eats,  it  doesn’t  have 
to  be  a  break-the-bank  experience. 


Photo  by  Anna  Ing 


Off  the  special  tapas  menu,  we  got  the 
Ankimo  (monkfish  liver)  which  is  amaz¬ 
ing  and  if  you  are  a  foie  gras  fan,  here  is 
the  ocean's  equivalent!  Nestled  in  a  sil¬ 
very  bowl,  a  bright  broth  with  pickled 
seaweed,  radish,  topped  with  scallions 
accentuates  the  smooth  silky  texture  and 
taste  of  the  sea  without  the  guilt.  Next 
came  the  Beef  Tongue,  sliced  thinly  and 
cooked  to  perfection  with  simple  season¬ 


ing  garnished  with  a  lemon  wedge.  Each 
bit  was  heavenly  and  not  overly  greasy 
but  the  taste  and  chewiness  of  the  tongue 
was  enjoyable.  Note  that  both  these  dish¬ 
es  are  not  always  available. 


It  was  a  cold  night,  so  the  Chawanmushi 
we  ordered  totally  hit  the  spot.  A  Japa¬ 
nese  steamed  egg  custard  dish  served 


Photo  by  Anna  Ing 


with  a  delicate  broth  studded  with  many 
surprises  of  mushrooms,  chicken,  fish 
cake  and  seafood  really  satisfied  with  its 
lightness,  warmth  and  freshness.  Next 
came  the  artful  Scallop  Tartar,  it  con¬ 
sists  of  chopped  raw  scallops  mixed  with 
mayo  and  shiso  (Japanese  Perilla  herb) 
then  encased  by  smoked  salmon  in  a  log 
shape.  The  mayo  mix  and  the  scallop’s 
sweetness  were  a  good  balanced  by  the 
slight  saltiness  from  the  smoked  salmon. 

You  never  can  go  wrong  with  Black  Cod 
Miso,  which  has  been  my  favorite  ever 
since  I  first  ate  it  in  LA.  many  moons 
ago.  This  oily,  flaky  fish  (aka  sable  fish)  is 
cooked  after  being  marinated  in  the  house 
miso  marinade.  Cooked  to  perfection,  the 
tastes  all  balance  out  to  accentuate  the 
soy  miso  marinade  but  the  richness  of 
this  fish  pairs  nicely  with  some  rice.  Then 


Photo  by  Anna  Ing 


next  was  the  Sea  Eel  Millefeuille  that  had 
layers  of  sea  eel  and  nagaimo  (Japanese 
yam)  topped  by  a  poached  egg  in  a  light 
broth.  The  texture  of  this  dish  might  not 
be  for  everyone,  but  the  flavors  with  the 
soft  marinated  eel,  crunchy  yam,  runny 
egg  with  the  broth  makes  for  a  pleasant 
and  interesting  texture  and  taste  combi¬ 
nation. 

We  ended  our  meal  simply  with  ice 
cream-one  scoop  of  green  tea  and  one 
scoop  of  red  bean.  Both  flavors  were  de¬ 
licious  and  not  overpowered  by  sugar 
while  maintaining  a  great  balance  of 
green  tea  and  red  bean  flavor  respec¬ 
tively.  The  other  two  dessert  choices  -  the 
green  tea  milk  cake  and  the  sweet  potato 
apple  cake  -  were  sold  out  for  the  night. 
Maybe  another  night! 

But  the  next  time  you  want  to  try  some 
different  Japanese  food  in  a  cozy  atmo¬ 
sphere,  go  check  out  Shiki! 
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Boston  Harborside  Home 
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I^City  Central  Realty,  LLCEftttEiE 

m^^sa  •  ■  mis 
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A  Corcoran  Community 
in  Massachusetts  -  is  a  place  to  call  home* 
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NORTH  SHORE 


Andover  Commons 

(978)  470-26 1 1 
30  Railroad  Street, 
Andover 


Beverly  Commons 

(978)  927-2055 
Tozer  Road,  Beverly 

Kimball  Court 

(781)933-9900 
7  Kimball  Court,  Woburn 


Saugus  Commons 

(781)233-8477 
63  Newhall  Avenue,  Saugus 

The  Meadows 

(978)441-9167 
82  Brick  Kiln  Road, 
Chelmsford 


There  are  apartments-  and  then  there  are  Corcoran  managed  apartments- 
well  managed,  stylish,  modern  and  constantly  updated. ..Take  your  pick! 

Kent  Village 

(781)  545-2233 
65  North  River  Road,  Scituate 


SOUTH  SHORE 


BOSTON 


Academy  Building 

Apartments 
(508)  674-1 1 II 
102  South  Main  Street, 
Fall  River 


AdamsVillage 

(617)328-6727 
725-735  Adams  Street, 
Dorchester 

Brockton  Commons 

(508)  584-2373 

55  City  Hall  Plaza,  Brockton 

Faxon  Commons 

(617)  472 -  6766 

1001  Southern  Artery’.  Quincy 

Hanover  Legion 
Elderly  apartments 

(781)871-3049 

L  cgion  Drive.  Hanover 


Lincoln  School 

Apartments 

(781)  749-8677 
86  Central  Street,  Hingham 

Quincy  Commons 

(617)  328-6727 

1  Canton  Road,  Quine-, 

Stone  Run  East 

(781)331-2525 
8  Old  Stone  Way,  Weymouth 

Thf  1  .edges 

(781)335-2626 

I  Avalon  Drive,  Weymouth 


McNamara  House 

(617)  783-5490 

210  Everett  Street,  Allston 

WESTERN  MASS. 

Pelham  Apartments 

(508)  872-6393 

75  Second  Street,  Framingham 

Stratton  Hill  Park 

(508)  852-0060 

1 6 1  W.  Mountain  Street, 

Worcester 

Tribune  Apartments 

(508)  875-8661 

46  Irving  Street,  Framingham 


Weymouth 

Commons/East 

(781)  335-4773 

74  Donald  Street.  #21, 

Weymouth 


Visit  Us; 

www.corcoranapts.com 
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PATS  PEAK 

-888-728-7732 

www.patspeak.com 
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tStS  '  Skiing,  Snowboarding,  Tubing,  Rental,  Lesson  Tips 
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Braintree-35  Roc-Sam  Park  Rd  1 1 :30am 
Comm .  Ave/Waren  Towers  1 2 : 1 0pm 
Ruggles  T  Station  Roundabout  1 2:30pm 

Ske  Haus-  Salem,  NH _ 1:20pm 

9:30pm 


Henniker , 
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TRADE  FINANCE 

1  4.  II 
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1 .888.895.5650 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

newTork 

LOS  ANGELES 

CROW  MY  BUSINESS 

LOCAL  +  INTERNATIONAL 
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East  West  Bank 

Your  Financial  Bridge * 

www.eastwestbank.corn 
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Allston/Brookline 

230  Harvard  Avenue,  Allston 
MA  02 1 34 1 61 7.738.1 71 7 


Boston 

68  Harrison  Avenue,  Boston 
MA  02111  1617.338.0290 


Quincy  grp 

President  Plaza,  219 
MA  02169  |  617328 


Quincy  Avenue,  Quincy 
8818 


